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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 5421 6 2.6 15 40.2 100
2 5420 9.5 2.6 15 63.4 99.9
3 5419 8.3 2.4 15 55.3 99.9
4 5419 7.4 2.4 15 49.3 99.9
5 5416 6.9 2.1 15 45.7 99.9
6 5404 6.1 2.8 15 40.9 99.7
7 5421 6 2.6 15 40.2 100
8 5420 9.5 2.6 15 63.4 99.9
9 5419 8.3 2.4 15 55.3 99.9

10 5419 7.4 2.4 15 49.3 99.9
11 5416 6.9 2.1 15 45.7 99.9
12 5404 6.1 2.8 15 40.9 99.7
13 5421 6 2.6 15 40.2 100
14 5420 9.5 2.6 15 63.4 99.9
15 5419 8.3 2.4 15 55.3 99.9
16 5419 7.4 2.4 15 49.3 99.9
17 5416 6.9 2.1 15 45.7 99.9
18 5404 6.1 2.8 15 40.9 99.7
19 5421 6 2.6 15 40.2 100
20 5420 9.5 2.6 15 63.4 99.9
21 5419 8.3 2.4 15 55.3 99.9
22 5419 7.4 2.4 15 49.3 99.9
23 5416 6.9 2.1 15 45.7 99.9
24 5404 6.1 2.8 15 40.9 99.7
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Sticky Note

The candidate quotes and then comments on the effects created by the writer in the quote- a sensible approach.



Sticky Note

Well-considered comments, supported by detailed references. 



Sticky Note

Unpicks the image



Sticky Note

Understands the poet's intentions. 







Sticky Note

Perhaps the purpose of the poem? A thoughtful idea. 



Sticky Note

Working out what's happening in the poem-again, a sensible approach to the task. 



Sticky Note

Beginning to probe subtext.







Sticky Note

Thinking about mood- but more importantly, about how the mood is created. 



Sticky Note

Thoughtful ideas. 



Sticky Note

Compare this response with the previous one. How do you think this candidate got the extra marks? Think about the meaning of the poems, the language and imagery used and the way the poems are compared.



Sticky Note

Examiner mark and comments: Shows a thoughtful understanding of the ideas in both poems, well supported with detailed references and an interesting comparison of ideas and style. 16 marks. 












Response B 



Sticky Note

The reference is an important one but why does Crooks say this? Why does Crooks not 'like' his rights?



Sticky Note

Is this true? Why does Crooks say he was 'jus' fooling'?



Sticky Note

This is a sensible comment but needs more focused reference to support it. Check the extract for a better question. 



Sticky Note

A much more thoughtful comment not developed enough for a higher mark. Explain what Crooks means here and what it tells us about his thoughts and feelings at this point. 



Sticky Note

Using the quotation in the first, second and fourth paragraphs  of this answer, rewrite the comments to show a deeper understanding of the character here. 



Sticky Note

Examiner mark and comment: Some more focused comments in places, a little interpretation of the references from the extract. 7 marks. 
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UNIT ONE FOUNDATION TIER MARKING SCHEME 


SECTION A 


Of Mice and Men 


 Write about the relationship between George and Lennie in Of Mice and Men.  
Remember to refer to  events in the novel and its social, cultural and historical 
context in your answer.  [20] 


Think about: 
• what you learn about their past
• their experience on the ranch
• the way they speak and behave at different points in the novel


This question covers assessment objectives A01 (33%) and A04 (67%). 


0 marks Nothing worthy of credit. 


1-4 marks Very brief, often simple narrative, with limited detail. 


5-9 marks Brief, with possibly insecure knowledge of characters and events. 
Very simple awareness of George and Lennie as friends. 


10-14 marks Emerging discussion, with some knowledge of key features of the 
relationship, such as their status as migrant workers and some 
details of their past. There may be a little discussion of events 
involving George and Lennie such as the dream farm or the fight 
between Curley and Lennie. 


15-20 marks Sound knowledge of the text shown with some straightforward 


discussion of George and Lennie’s relationship and some ways in 


which it reflects their society.  For example, some reference to their 


past may be made and some discussion of a range of events 


involving them. 


Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 


1 2 












Sticky Note

Which comment do you think the examiner thought was worth most credits in this paragraph? (Clue: it's not the mention of the bird or the rhetorical questions!)



Sticky Note

Some understanding of the images in the poem is shown here. Have another look at the way the images are used in the poem. What can you say about why the poet chose them? 







Sticky Note

Why is this paragraph the best in the answer?



Sticky Note

This response only makes two direct references to the poems. Look again at the poems and choose short references which you think are essential to the meaning of the poems. What can you write about these images which shows your understanding of how the images work? 



Sticky Note

Examiner mark and comment: Some selection and some emerging sense o how meaning is conveyed. Simple comments, some engagement and a little comparative personal response. 7 marks. 




















Sticky Note

This response tackles the question more thoroughly. Look again at the question asked.  Compare the previous candidate's response with this one to see where this candidates gained valuable extra marks. 



Sticky Note

Examiner mark and comments: Contextual factors and their influence on characters' dreams are carefully outlined. Wide coverage of the text with some detailed references made to support sensible ideas. 16 marks. 

























Response A 



Sticky Note

This comment gives the wrong impression of Crooks in this extract. What does the quotation used here really reveal about the character? 



Sticky Note

This might seem to be an accurate comment but it's too superficial. What's really going on in Crooks' mind when he says this?  



Sticky Note

This comment is beginning to show some better understanding. How could it be developed to show how Crooks really feels here? 



Sticky Note

Look more closely at the extract. What does Crooks mean when he says this? What does it reveal about his attitude towards the other workers at this point? 







Response A 



Sticky Note

Why does Crooks say this? What does it show about his feelings at the end of the extract? 



Sticky Note

Think about what Crooks is really thinking and feeling in the extract. Think about why he feels this way. Find the evidence in the extract to show how he feels. Rewrite the answer showing a deeper understanding of the character here.  



Sticky Note

Examiner mark and comment: Some selection and comment but limited understanding of the characterisation here. 4 marks. 
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UNIT ONE FOUNDATION TIER MARKING SCHEME 


SECTION A 


Of Mice and Men 


 Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question: 


What do you think of the way Crooks speaks and behaves here?  Give reasons 
for what you say, and remember to support your answer with words and 
phrases from the extract.                                          [10] 


This question covers assessment objectives A01 (50%) and A02 (50%). 


0 marks Nothing worthy of credit. 


1 mark Very brief, with only cursory reference to what happens in the 
extract. 


2-4 marks Brief responses, with simple and often general, unsupported 
comments about the events in the extract. 


5-7 marks More focus and selection of relevant detail, such as Crooks’ 
disavowal of his previous enthusiasm for the dream farm. 


8-10 marks Clear and detailed discussion of the scene, with apt reference 
to key areas such as Crooks’ humiliation and sense of 
resignation and the way in which it is conveyed. 


1 1 
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SECTION A


Of Mice and Men


Write about the relationship between George and Lennie in Of Mice and Men. Remember 
to refer to events in the novel and its social, cultural and historical context in your 
answer. [20]


Think about:


• what you learn about their past
• their experiences on the ranch
• the way they speak and behave at different points in the novel


1 2












Response A 



Sticky Note

Each comment made here is sensible but there's no evidence given from the novel to support it. Pick out each statement made in this first paragraph and think of a quotation or an event from the novel which illustrates the point being made, rewrite the paragraph to include this evidence. 







Response A 



Sticky Note

Why did the examiner award no extra marks for this paragraph.



Sticky Note

The candidate makes two sensible observations about the sort of relationship George and Lennie have; they are like father and son/they are like brothers. Write a paragraph on each which includes evidence from the novel to illustrate these ideas.



Sticky Note

Examiner mark and comment: Generalised though sometimes valid points made, some inaccuracy. No explicit reference to context. 8 Marks. 












Response C 







Response C 







Response C 












Response A 







Response A 












Response C
















Response C 







Response C 



Sticky Note

Compare this response with the previous one. Why do you think the examiner gave it 3 more marks? Look at what the candidate says about Crooks , the evidence given for these ideas and the range of details selected from the extract.  



Sticky Note

Examiner mark and comment: There is a confident understanding of what the character really thinks and feels here, some careful probing of the subtext using focused supporting references and some examination of the language used in the extract. 10 marks. 












Sticky Note

Which comment do you think the examiner thought was worth most credits in this paragraph? (Clue: it's not the mention of the bird or the rhetorical questions!)



Sticky Note

Some understanding of the images in the poem is shown here. Have another look at the way the images are used in the poem. What can you say about why the poet chose them? 







Sticky Note

Why is this paragraph the best in the answer?



Sticky Note

This response only makes two direct references to the poems. Look again at the poems and choose short references which you think are essential to the meaning of the poems. What can you write about these images which shows your understanding of how the images work? 



Sticky Note

Examiner mark and comment: Some selection and some emerging sense o how meaning is conveyed. Simple comments, some engagement and a little comparative personal response. 7 marks. 












Response A 







Response A 
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SECTION B


Spend about 1 hour on this section. Think carefully about the poems before you write your answer.


Both poets describe the movement of an animal.


Write about both poems and their effect on you. Show how they are similar and how they 
are different.


You may write about each poem separately and then compare them, or make comparisons 
where appropriate in your answer as a whole.


You may wish to include some or all of these points:


• the content of the poems – what they are about
• the ideas the poets may have wanted us to think about
• the mood or atmosphere of the poems
• how they are written – words and phrases you find interesting, the way they are 
 organised, and so on
• your responses to the poems, including how they are similar and how they are 
 different [20]


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.


Bluebottle


Who dips, dives
swoops out of space,
a buzz in his wings
and sky on his face;
now caught in the light,
now gone without trace,
a sliver of glass,
never still in one place?


Who’s elusive as pickpocket,
lord of the flies;
who moves like a rocket,
bound for the skies?
Who’s catapult, aeroplane,
always full-throttle?
Sky-diver, Jumping Jack,
comet, bluebottle!


by Judith Nicholls


6 1
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River Torridge 


I knew the river hid 
behind the bank,
lying, like a length of silk,
stretched between the willows.


The surface ripped,
something dived —
gone too long to be a bird.


Weasel head above the water,
down he went again,
a flash of oily fur.


He swam up beside,
this time he stayed,
looking at me straight.
I walked to keep his pace.


I loved his length —
his tail his body,
his body his tail,
his tail the river’s length.
We moved together
through the wind,
along the river’s course.


Another dive,
I skimmed the current,
searching for his guise.


He’d gone on alone.
I felt him though,
gliding through
the river’s strength.


by Chrissie Gittins


END OF PAPER
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SECTION B 


 


Both poets describe the movement of an animal. 


 


 Blue Bottle/River Torridge 


 


 Write about both poems and their effect on you. Show how they are similar and how 


they are different. 


 


 You may write about each poem separately and then compare them, or make 


comparisons where appropriate in your answer as a whole. 


 


 You may wish to include some or all of these points: 


 the content of the poems – what they are about 


 the ideas the poets may have wanted us to think about 


 the mood or atmosphere of the poems 


 how they are written – words and phrases you find interesting, the way they are 
organised, and so on 


 your responses to the poems, including how they are similar and how they are 
different                   [20] 


 
This question covers assessment objectives A01 (25%), A02 (25%) and A03 (50%) 


 


0 marks  Nothing worthy of credit. 


 


 


1-4 marks  


 


There may be very little written specifically about the poems. Candidates 
may make simple comments on content, such as identifying the animals in 
each poem. 
 


 


5-9 marks  Probably brief, general responses on the poems with simple points of 
comparison made, such as the way each creature is described. There 
should be some comment on basic content, such as what is happening in 
each poem. 
 


 


10-14 marks  There may be emerging discussion about the poems’ content and 
awareness of mood, atmosphere and straightforward ideas, such as the 
poet’s use of metaphors and strong verbs which depict the movement of 
the bluebottle in the first and the impact of the animal on the poet in the 
second. There will be some similarities and differences addressed, 
particularly about the general impression given of each animal. 
 


 


15-20 marks  There is likely to be more focused discussion of the detail in the poems 
with some clear points of comparison.  The use of interesting images to 
describe the movement of the bluebottle in the first may be considered, 
with some selection and highlighting of specific images and their effects. 
In the second poem, there may be some appreciation of the way in which 
the animal is shown to be part of the natural environment.  For 18-20, 
candidates may show some appreciation of how ideas are conveyed 
through the poets’ choice of language and imagery, for example some 
explanation of specific metaphors in the first poem and the way the poet’s 
admiration is conveyed in the second.  Points of comparison will begin to 
focus on the poets’ use of language as well as content. 


 


 
Please note that the Higher Tier poems are entitled Assembly and The Nighthawks. If a candidate has 
answered on these poems please use the 'wrong question' tool on e-marker. Refer to the e-marker 
training material for more information. 
 


 


 
 
 
GCSE English Literature Unit 1 - Foundation Tier MS (Summer 2017) 


6 1 












Response B 







Response B 







Response B 
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SECTION A


Of Mice and Men


Answer                   and either                   or                  .


You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on                   , and about 40 minutes on             


or                   .


 Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:


What do you think of the way Crooks speaks and behaves here? Give reasons for what 
you say, and remember to support your answer with words and phrases from the extract.


[10]


1 1


1 1 1 2 1 3


1 3


1 1 1 2
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Crooks seemed to come slowly out of the layers of protection he had put on. ‘Was that the truth 
what you said about the guys come back?’ he asked.


‘Sure. I heard ’em.’
‘Well, I didn’t hear nothing.’
‘The gate banged,’ Candy said, and he went on, ‘Jesus Christ, Curley’s wife can move quiet. I 


guess she had a lot of practice, though.’
Crooks avoided the whole subject now. ‘Maybe you guys better go,’ he said. ‘I ain’t sure I want you 


in here no more. A colored man got to have some rights even if he don’t like ’em.’
Candy said, ‘That bitch didn’t ought to of said that to you.’
‘It wasn’t nothing,’ Crooks said dully. ‘You guys comin’ in an’ settin’ made me forget. What she says 


is true.’
The horses snorted out in the barn and the chains rang and a voice called, ‘Lennie. Oh, Lennie. 


You in the barn?’
‘It’s George,’ Lennie cried. And he answered, ‘Here, George. I’m right in here.’
In a second George stood framed in the door, and he looked disapprovingly about. ‘What you doin’ 


in Crooks’ room? You hadn’t ought to be in here.’
Crooks nodded. ‘I tol’ ’em, but they come in anyways.’
‘Well, why’n’t you kick ’em out?’
‘I di’n’t care much,’ said Crooks. ‘Lennie’s a nice fella.’
Now Candy aroused himself. ‘Oh, George! I been figurin’ and figurin’. I got it doped out how we 


can even make some money on them rabbits.’
George scowled. ‘I thought I tol’ you not to tell nobody about that.’
Candy was crestfallen. ‘Didn’t tell nobody but Crooks.’
George said, ‘Well you guys get outta here. Jesus, seems like I can’t go away for a minute.’
Candy and Lennie stood up and went toward the door. Crooks called, ‘Candy!’
‘Huh?’
“Member what I said about hoein’ and doin’ odd jobs?’
‘Yeah,’ said Candy. ‘I remember.’
‘Well, jus’ forget it,’ said Crooks. ‘I didn’ mean it. Jus’ foolin’. I wouldn’ want to go no place like that.’
‘Well, OK, if you feel like that. Goodnight.’
The three men went out of the door. As they went through the barn the horses snorted and the 


halter chains rattled.
Crooks sat on his bunk and looked at the door for a moment, and then he reached for the liniment 


bottle. He pulled out his shirt in back, poured a little liniment in his pink palm, and, reaching around, 
he fell slowly to rubbing his back.


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.












Response B 



Sticky Note

1. Brief but accurate description of George and Lennie's dream. What does the dream mean to the men? What is it about their lives as migrant workers that makes them long for this dream? 



Sticky Note

2. Frustratingly under-developed! What is it about her life that makes her want to be an actress? What attracts her to that life?







Response B 



Sticky Note

3. The American Dream is an important idea in the novel. This candidate has some grasp of what it meant to people at the time but this is a muddled reference to it and is not connected specifically to the characters. Rewrite the paragraphs on George and Lennie and Curley's wife to shoe an understanding of how the idea of the American Dream influenced what they wanted from life.



Sticky Note

4. Think about what the candidate says about Crooks in the last 3 sentences of this paragraph. Are these statements true? Write a better explanation of how the racism of the time affected this character. 



Sticky Note

5. One of the most important features of Candy's character which affects his dream is left out in this paragraph. What is it and how does it influence his dream for the future? 6. Is this true? Look again at the where George and Lennie talk about the dream in the novel. What kind of future do they really want for themselves?







Response B 



Sticky Note

7. Examiner mark and comment: Some relevant summaries of characters; dreams though brief and unsupported. Some inaccuracy and sketchy understanding of contextual factors. 12 marks. 











